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HATTON TOWNSHIP REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING 10/21/2025 — MINUTES

Call to Order: Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call, Hileman; Y; Guiette; Y, Farrell; Y Humphrey; Y; McClain; Y;
Guests: 14 guests that signed in.

Public Comment on Agenda: No public comments on agenda

Accept or amend Agenda; Motion by Farrell supported by Guiette to approve the agenda as given;
Motion carried.

Accept or amend previous month’s minutes: Minutes for the Regular Monthly Board meeting of
9/16/2025 provided to the Board in advance and made available to the Public. Motion by Guiette
supported by Farrell to approve the 9/16/25 meeting minutes; motion carried.

Treasurer’s Report:

Beginning Balance: $119,776.36
Revenue: $3,350.66
Expenditure: $3,7029.35

Ending Balance: $86,097.67

Fire fund: Previous Balance: 67,809.39
Interest: $83.61
Current balance: $67,893.00

Due to a road project by Clare County Road Commission that was supposed to take 2 years and was
completed in 1 year, the board has a shortfall of money in their general fund of $37,063.40. Board will
need to withdraw 2 CDs from Mercantile Bank to cover the shortfall and cover bills for the remainder of
the year. Mercantile Bank is allowing township to withdraw the 2 CDs out without early withdrawal
penalties. Motion by Farrell supported by Guiette to withdraw the 2 CDs (1 for $65,000, 2 for
$20,002.00) from Mercantile Bank and deposit money to the General Fund at Huntington Bank. Roll call
vote: Hileman; Y, Farrell; Y, Guiette; Y, Humphrey; Y, McClain; Y, Motion carried. Township still has
numerous other CDs at other banks.

The 2026 Fire fund bill/contract is $40,020.01. Motion by Farrell supported by Guiette to allow
Treasurer Humphrey to withdraw $40,020.01 from the High Yield Savings/Fire Fund at Members First
Credit and deposit to the General Fund at Huntington Bank. Hileman; Y, Farrell; Y, Guiette; Y, Humphrey;
Y, McClain; Y, motion carried.

Reports by County Officials: Clare County Commissioner, Jack Kleinhardt:

Very quiet on the county level

Uncertainty of state revenue sharing

Arthur Township has first solar cells for Clare County crossing from Gladwin County
Consumers Energy beefing up infrastructure on Clare Ave

Only have % of the energy to run a semi-conductor system

$2.8 million revenue on road funding for the Clare County Road Commission
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Reports by County Officials: Clare County Road Commissioner, Bill Simpson
> 2.8 million revenue on road funding. The current Act 51 requires townships to
match dollars with the road commission. The new revenue coming in will not
require townships to match dollars. Townships can match, but it is not required.
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> Ride along for Hatton Township Supervisor and Clare County Road Commission to

see what road repairs or projects may need to be done for 2026.

Projects are wrapping up for the year. No carryover projects this year.

CTE Building has open house on 10/23/25 from 6 pm to 8 pm

Clare County Farm Bureau will be holding a Tractor or Treat on Saturday, October 25

at the Emerald soccer field.

» Hileman would like to do more road work with the CCRC next year.

» Simpson suggested township consider line stripping next year like other townships
did this past summer.
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Planning and Zoning Administration Report:

» A guest asked about the blight that was at the end of Ashard Road at the turnaround. Zoning
Officer Acton and Supervisor Hileman will take a drive on 10/20 and investigate the potential
blight and attempt to resolve it.

» Clerk McClain swore in Terry Acton as Zoning Administrator and signed a contract with Clare

County Community Development. Instead of a monthly salary, Terry’s blight and zoning services
are consolidated across townships; he is paid by Clare County Community Development, and
each township receives an annual bill for his reported hours.

> 1 zoning permit issued since September meeting.

Cemetery and Hall Report:
e Nothing new to report

Motion to pay the bills-Totaling $166,154.08- Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to pay the

October bills; motion carried.

Budget Adjustments

101-336-818 Fire Protection Contract Service budgeted $39,000 current balance (-$1020.01)

» Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to make the budget adjust for Fire Protection; motion
carried.

101-101-850 Township Board Communications budgeted $0 current balance (-$500.00)

> Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to make the budget adjust for Township Board
Communications; motion carried.

Correspondence: September bills $37,029.35, revised L-4029 from Harrison Community Schools and
Mid-Michigan College, Annual Fire Protection Questionnaire; received petitions with signatures for
recalling updated zoning ordinances (per MCL 125.3402 petitions with signatures were due 30 days after
1%t publication in the newspaper (August 29, 2025 in Clare County Review) petitions with signatures were
not turned in to Clerk until October 2).
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> A guest made a comment on why the petitions were not accepted; Clerk replied that per MCL
125.3402, they were due 30 days after 1% publication in the newspaper which would have been
September 30.

> Same guest asked why the returned petitions showed that she could not be the one to collect
signatures and requested that Clerk McClain site the MCL that showed that. Clerk McClain said
that she did not have that MCL handy and that the petitions were received past the deadline
which is required due date of 30 days after 1st publication in the newspaper.

» Hileman said it was not public comment time and an audience member also agreed.

Training or Other Meetings attended by Board Members:

e The clerk participated in the mandated virtual session regarding updated MOVE ballot
procedures required by BOE 9/17/25

e No September Monthly County Clerk’s Meeting

e (Clerk attended Election Inspector Certification training on 10/16/25

Old Business
e Tabled item from September’s meeting: Eric Wittig requested permission to keep 4-H animals on
his 1-acre subdivision for 4 months annually over the next 4 years.

+» Hileman recommended denial, citing parcel size and subdivision restrictions; Special Use
permit is not available, requiring Planning Commission involvement.
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Farrell noted granting a permit could set a precedent for others in the subdivision.
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McClain emphasized the importance of enforcing zoning regulations.
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* Farrell moved to deny Wittig's request, supported by Guiette. Roll call vote: Hileman—
No, Farrell—No, Guiette—No, Humphrey—No, McClain—No. Motion carried; Wittig's
request denied.

e Hileman mentioned that Accessor Jim VanWormer is currently reviewing the lot adjacent to Rick
and Janet Garver's property. Earlier this summer, Mr. and Mrs. Garver had asked if the rubbish
tax could be removed from the taxes on a property that previously belonged to Mr. Garver’s late
mother. Since her passing many years ago, nobody has lived on the property or in her house.

e Hileman has not spoken to Jim VanWormer about BS&A Cloud

New Business
e Adoption of 2025-2 Resolution for Property Tax Exemption Guidelines required by
State/Accessor to be the guidelines for the Bureau of Review. Motion by Farrell; supported by
McClain to adopt the 2025-2 Resolution for Property Tax Exemption Guidelines. Roll call vote:
Hileman; Y, Farrell; Y, Guiette; Y, Humphrey; Y, McClain; Y, Motion carried

e Rick Fancon from GFL discussed the quote on 5-year contract that will be in effect starting
January 1, 2026, through December 31, 2030. The 96-gallon container is not part of the
contract but will give residents 1 container at no charge since it is safer for the drivers to pick up
96-gallon containers with their truck. If anyone would like a 96-gallon container that does not
already have one, GFL can provide one by calling their office (989-588-6000) to request one.
The price comparison breakdown between GFL and Waste Management based upon 457
residency stops in Hatton Township:
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GFL Waste Management

$14.95 per month $16.75 per month

$20,496.45 per quarter charge to Township $23,238.45 per quarter charge township
$179.40 per year charge on property tax $201.00 per year on property tax

1 large item can be put out with other trash on the 2" week of each month on trash pick up day for no
additional charge.

Motion by McClain; supported by Guiette to sign a 5-year rubbish contract with GFL; Roll call vote:
Hileman; Y, Guiette; Y, Farrell; Y, Humphrey; Y, McClain; Y, motion carried.

2026 Fire Fund contract has increased from $37,661.53 to $40,020.01. Motion by Farrell
supported by Guiette to approve the 2026 Fire Fund Contract; Roll call vote: Hileman; Y, Farrell;
Y, Guiette; Y, Humphrey; Y, McClain; Y, motion carried.

Snow plowing and salting contract for 2025-26 for Township Hall, Steve Keysor stated that he
would be willing to continue to do the snow plowing and salting as he has in the past years at the
same rate as last year. A guest mentioned that we should get a quote from a member of the
township (Kevin LaVoye). Clerk McClain will get a quote from Mr. LaVoye and board will table
this discussion until November meeting.

2026 Michigan Chloride Road brining contract: $0.219 per mile. We ask Michigan Chloride to do
brining in May and August. Motion made by Farrell; supported by Humphrey to approve the 2026
Brine contract with Michigan Chloride: Roll call vote: Farrell; Y, Guiette; Y, Hileman; Y, Humphrey;
Y, McClain; Y, motion carried. Proposed brining dates for 2026: May 11 or May 18, and August 10
or August 18.

David Hutchinson was hired in September to design a new website for Hatton Township. The
current web administrator requested that David take over her duties before her contract ends on
December 31, 2025. David and Clerk McClain finalized a contract based on his draft. He will
receive $500 at the October 21 meeting and present a draft website in November. The board will
then approve or reject the design; if rejected, David will not receive the additional $1500, but if
approved, he will be paid $1500 in November. Supervisor Hileman and David have signed the
contract.

Clerk McClain commended Clare County Road Commission for supplying and putting up the
“Welcome to Hatton Township A zoned community” signs on the main roads to the entrance in
to the township.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:

Mick Haley and Amy Romanoski spoke about the Harrison Community Schools renewal of bond
3.3 percent at the November 4, 2025, election. They gave some specifics on what the bond
renewal money would be used for, left some pamphlets and flyers, and encouraged questions
and to go out and vote.

Chuck Rogalski raised concerns about ongoing loud music and Sunday performances at August
Hill, which violate the Special Use Permit expiring October 31, 2025. He feels Supervisor, Bill
Hileman has not addressed these issues properly.

Dr. Lisa Jaco Mitchell noted that Clerk McClain states that she feels bullied by her and Randy
Gray when they ask questions at meetings. Mr. Gray has previously requested information from
Clerk McClain at board meetings, wanting immediate responses before leaving. Dr. Mitchell
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asked Clerk McClain to cite the MCL prohibiting petition signature gathering, but Clerk McClain
declined to elaborate, stating the petitions were submitted after the 30-day publication period in
accordance with MCL 125.3402.

e A representative from the Clare County Sheriff's Office expressed satisfaction at how
much the township's roads have improved since he began his tenure. He also
mentioned that Hatton Township experiences a higher number of car/deer collisions
than any other township in the county.

*» The officer invited the board members and other attendees to ask him any questions about
county matters, with particular emphasis on topics related to ATVs and golf carts operating on
public roads.

+» During the discussion, a guest inquired whether large taillights were a legal requirement for
ATVs. The officer clarified that while ATVs must be equipped with taillights, there is no obligation
for them to be oversized.

Adjournment of Meeting:
e Motion by Farrell supported by Guiette to adjourn meeting at 9:22 pm; motion carried.

Upcoming Meetings and Events

e November 1 Clare County Food Distribution at Clare County Transit

o November 1 and November 2 Clerk required 8 weekend hours prior to the November 4 election
e November 4, Harrison Community Schools Bond Election-Hatton Township Hall 7 am to 8 pm

e November 18, 2025, regular monthly board meeting at 7:30 pm

Prepared: 10/21/25 -Not-Approved,prepared-by Linda-McClain,Clerk
Approved: 11/18/25 by Hatton Township Board



