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HATTON TOWNSHIP REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING       7/15/2025 – MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call, Hileman; absent; Guiette; Y, Farrell; Y Humphrey; Y; 
McClain; Y; Guests: Bill Simpson, Jeff Smith, Dawn and Jerry Wilson, Jack Kleinhardt, David Hutchinson 
 
ACCEPT or AMEND AGENDA; Motion by Guiette; supported by Farrell to approve the agenda with 
revision of potential Planning and Zoning meeting on August 12, 2025, at 6:30 pm; Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES: Minutes for the Regular Monthly Board meeting of 6/17/2025 provided to the Board in 
advance and made available to the Public.  Motion by Guiette supported by Farrell to approve the 
6/17/25 meeting minutes; motion carried. 
 
TREASURER REPORT:  
Beginning Balance: $112,906.09 
Revenue: $23,709.83 
Expenditure: $25,925.02 
Ending Balance: $110,690.90 
 
Motion by Guiette; supported by Farrell to approve the Treasurer’s report as given; motion carried. 
 

• CD at Mercantile Bank due for maturity on July 30.  It is currently 4.93%. Mercantile will rollover 
for 12 months for 3.79%.  Motion by Guiette; supported by McClain to allow Treasurer to see if 
Members First Credit Union or another institution can give a better rate and see if Mercantile 
will match that rate; motion carried.  

 
 
REPORTS BY COUNTY OFFCIALS: 

• Clare County Road Commissioner, Bill Simpson: 
 Colonville Road is back open 
 Turn lane and widening of road in front of CTE opened today 
 Long Lake Bridge will begin after Labor Day 
 Bailey Lake Road Bridge was hit by a truck and damaged.  MDOT has pushed back start 

date for repairs from July to September 
 Mowing along the expressway has started 
 The foundation of the new CCRC building should be starting this week.  The final 

building plans have been finalized and approved. 
 The work on Cornwell Ave north of Mannsiding has been worked on intermittently. 
 Brand Road Bridge will be a winter project 
 Budget in Lansing for road funding is at a standstill 

 
• Clare County Commissioner, Jack Kleinhardt: 

 Clare County Commissioners will be voting on the 25-26 budget at their meeting on 
7/16/25.  Kleinhardt feels that the budget that they will be voting on is the best one he 
has ever seen in all his years as a commissioner.   

 The State is very slow on letting counties know what their state revenue sharing will be. 
 
REPORTS: TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS: Zoning Meeting Special Zoning meeting: 

 The Planning and Zoning Board are tentatively planning to meet on August 12, 2025, at 
6:30 pm to vote on recommendations on moving forward with having the township 
board vote on the updates to zoning ordinances at the August 19 board meeting.   
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Waiting on Sara from Beckett and Raeder to confirm that August 12 will work with her 
schedule. 

 3 Zoning Permits were issued. 
 Signed Special Use Permit from Fisher Construction Aggregates gravel pit on Eberhart Rd 

 
1. Motion to pay the bills- July bills totaling $6,309.66 

Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to pay the July bills; motion carried. 
 

2. Budget Adjustments 
No budget adjustments 
 

11. Correspondence: June bills mailed totaling $25,925.02.59; May sheriffs and fire reports; L-4029 
from Harrison Community Schools; FOIA Request from Randy Gray total cost of updating the new 
zoning ordinances and master plan; sold 28 lots at Hatton Township Cemetery to the LaTulip Family. 

 
 

12. Training or Other Meetings attended by Board Members: 
             McClain-Monthly County Clerk’s meeting 6.26.25 
 
OLD BUSINESS AS NEEDED:  

• Supervisor Hileman was absent from the township meeting, so no blight updates were 
reported. 

• The Zoning Administrator position is still open, and no one has applied yet.   Discuss possibly 
seeing if other townships zoning administrators might be interested in consolidating.  Nathanael 
Farrell said he would check with the Arthur Township Zoning Officer to see if he might be 
interested.   Bill Simpson stated that the person he thought might be interested in the position, 
does not.   We could possibly run an ad on the MTA website. 

• T-Mobile could provide a 5-G portable modem for Treasurer, Humphrey to use at her home.  
The cost would be $50 per month.  The modem would need to be in the Township name to get 
the modem for that price.   Treasurer Humphrey will call and speak to T-Mobile further to see if 
that will work for her responsibilities as a Treasurer. 

• The Board (except for Supervisor, Hileman) signed 2025-26 budget that was approved and 
voted on at the (6.17.25) meeting.   Clerk McClain will see Supervisor Hileman on 7.16.25 to get 
him to sign the contract. 
 

NEW BUSINESS  
• At the County Clerk meeting, a presentation from BS & A Cloud was given. 20 percent discount if 

7 townships sign contracts. 
• Clerk McClain would be interested in having BS &A Cloud for payables accounting and check 

issuing.  The clerk is currently using an Excel Spreadsheet.   Clerk McClain is waiting for an 
estimate from BS &A for what it would cost township to switch over to the BS in A Cloud.  
Eventually BS &A will no longer support .net that the Treasurer is using.   Table until future 
meeting.   Some local townships are switching by the end of year; others are not until forced to 
do so. 

• Clerk McClain would possibly like to attend a 2-day conference put on by the Bureau of Election 
in Lansing on September 2 and 3. The conference has no charge, but the township would need 
to pay for lodging, mileage and some meals.   The Board suggested that the Clerk also ask the 
Deputy Clerk to attend as well. 
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Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to allow Clerk and Deputy Clerk to attend Bureau of 
Election conference in September and pay for lodging, meals and mileage; motion carried. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
• David Hutchinson from Clare County Review mentioned that he did an article on the issues that 

Surrey Township is having with BS&A software currently and not getting the tech support they 
needed.  There have been issues with issuing checks and changing account numbers. 

• Jeff Smith stated that he had done 2 cremation burials and 1 full burial at the township 
cemetery since last month’s meeting.  There are a couple of trees that need to be trimmed or 
cut down at the cemetery. 
 

ADJOURNMENT:  
• Motion by Guiette supported by Farrell to adjourn meeting at 8:18 pm; motion carried. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS: 

• July 22, 2025, at noon Board of Review- review of any matters of adjustments for Errors and 
Omissions 

• Tentative Planning and Zoning Meeting August 12, 2025, at 6:30 pm.  Any updates will be posted 
on the township website soon. 

• August 19, 2025-Regular monthly board meeting at 7:30 pm 
 

Prepared: 7/15/25 -Not Approved, prepared by Linda McClain, Clerk 
Approved: 8/19/25, Clerk McClain 


