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HATTON TOWNSHIP REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD MEETING       9/16 /2025 – MINUTES 
 
CALL TO ORDER: Pledge of Allegiance, Roll Call, Hileman; Y; Guiette; Y, Farrell; Y Humphrey; Y; McClain; 
Y; Guests: 10 guests that signed in. 
 
Public Comment on Agenda: No public comments on agenda 
 
ACCEPT or AMEND AGENDA; Motion by Guiette supported by Farrell to approve the agenda as given; 
Motion carried. 
 
MINUTES: Minutes for the Regular Monthly Board meeting of 8/19/2025 provided to the Board in 
advance and made available to the Public. Motion by Farrell supported by Guiette to approve the 
8/19/25 meeting minutes; motion carried. 
 
TREASURER REPORT:  
Beginning Balance: $112,622.32 
Revenue: $22,008.60 
Expenditure: $14,854.56 
Ending Balance: $119,776.36 
 
Fire fund: Previous Balance: 67,723.11 
                   Interest: $86.28 
                   Current balance: $67,809.39 
 
Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to approve the Treasurer’s report as given; motion carried. 
No CD’s are mature at this time. 
 
REPORTS BY COUNTY OFFCIALS: Clare County Commissioner, Jack Kleinhardt: 
 Pleased with the new county budget.  Gives praise to County Administrator, Lori Phelps for such 

a good job on saving the county money and text revenues 
 Lots of Amish are building in Sheridan and part of Grant Townships 
 8 million dollars of cuts in township near Lansing  
 State and Federal shutdowns in 2 weeks if budget does not get resolved 
 Funding for schools and roads are still up in the air 
 52% of funding for the State comes from the Federal government 

 
REPORTS BY COUNTY OFFCIALS: Clare County Road Commissioner, Bill Simpson 

 $3 billion dollars for road funding-CCRC budget will go down at least ½ million dollars 
 Long Lake Road will be done at the end of October 
 Bailey Lake Road Bridge is just about done after an unknown truck hit the bridge earlier 

this summer. 
 More paving on Colonville and Surrey Road 
 Amish buggy accidents have been up. Flashing speed signs will be set up on Colonville-

New sign will be able to obtain road study data. It takes 2 years to gather information 
before it is studied. 

 Steel is up on new CCRC building-office and parking structure 
 CCRC adopted a new fee schedule today for driveway and culvert permits 
 Bill Simpson has flyers from Harrison Community Schools bond election November 4 
 CTE will be having a public open house on the evening of October 23 6-8 pm. 
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PLANNING AND ZONING REPORT: 

 2 Zoning Permits were issued 
 

              MOTION TO PAY THE BILLS TOTALING$ 37,029.35 
Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to pay the September bills; motion carried. 
 
BUDGET ADJUSTMENTS 
101-101-745 Township Board Operating (Summer Taxes) budgeted $0 current balance 
 -$7.38 
Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to make the above budget adjustments as stated 
above; motion carried. 
 
101-215-960 Clerk Education and Training budgeted $200, current balance -$116.87 
Motion by Farrell; supported by Guiette to make the above budget adjustments as stated 
above; motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE: August bills totaling $14,854.56; August sheriff and fire reports; 2 FOIA 
requests from Randy Gray; emailed Randy Gray the newspaper notice of June 2, 2025 
special hearing meeting on August 20; FOIA Request for list of voters for November 
2022 gubernatorial election; intent to petition for repeal updated zoning email from 
Randy Gray; 82 absentee ballots mailed to Harrison Community School permanent voter 
ballot list; updated available cemetery lots map put out on website 

 
Training or Other Meetings attended by Board Members: 

       McClain-Monthly County Clerk’s meeting 8.26.25; BOE Conference September 2 & 3 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS AS NEEDED:  

• Blight Officer, Terry Acton stated that one resident on Timberlane has 2 mobile homes that 
have collapsed making it a potential hazard.    This resident is not willing to work with Blight 
Officer; resident will be issued a citation and will need to attend an accelerated hearing.  A 
former blight resident on Timberlane is back to parking unlicensed cars on their property.  
Blight Officer will be revisiting that resident again. 
 

• Terry Acton has expressed interest in the Hatton Township Zoning Administrator position that 
has been open for several months. He holds the required certificates and has prior experience 
working in this role with various townships and cities in Clare County. Acton could serve 
through the County, as he currently does with blight issues, with the County billing the 
township annually for hours worked. The estimated workload for blight and zoning is 
approximately eight hours per week within the township. The Board stated that they will vote 
on and officially appoint Terry Acton as the new Zoning Administrator at next month's meeting, 
pending a contract from Lori Phelps. The Board will permit Acton to review the Hatton Zoning 
Administrator duties and ordinances to prepare for assuming responsibilities from the current 
Zoning Administrator, David Farrell, who plans to retire from the position. 
 
 

• The seal coating for the township hall property has been completed by I-Deal Asphalt. 
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• Bill Hileman has not spoke with Jim VanWormer about the BS&A Cloud 
• Bill Hileman obtained parcel number for Rick and Janet Garver from Treasurer Humphrey to ask 

Assessor, Jim VanWormer about making the vacant home that they inherited exempt from 
rubbish pick up charges on that parcel’s property tax. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

• Drains in township-They are not covered drains, more like a ditch.  They need to be maintained.  
County Drain Commissioner had a public hearing about these.  Township needs to pay for the 
following drains to be maintained.  The contract is for 2 years: Cornwell Lower Drain $45.75 per 
year for 2 years, Tonkin Drain $67.57 per year for 2 years, East Eberhart towards Arthur Rd 
$130.80 per year for 2 years. Total would be $244.12 per year for 2 years.   So far Clerk McClain 
has not received the bill from the Drain Commissioner’s office. 
 

• Township just purchased an AED (Automated External Defibrillator) from Biomedical Solutions in 
Shepherd, MI for a total cost of $1,134.00.  This price also included the storage cabinet.  The 
AED will talk you through the process on how to use it.  Township signed a contract a year or so 
ago with the Clare County Emergency Management Dept. to provide the township hall as a 
short-term emergency shelter if needed. 
 

• David Hutchinson, Freelance Web Developer, submitted a proposal to assume website 
responsibilities following the retirement of the current coordinator at the end of the year. The 
proposal includes a redesign of the website to meet ADA compliance standards as required for 
township and governmental websites within two years, ensuring accessibility for blind 
individuals. David plans to begin designing soon, with an anticipated launch date in February or 
March 2026. The total cost is $2,000, with $500 due at project initiation and $1,500 upon board 
approval of the website. Monthly hosting and upkeep will be billed at $100. 

a. Clerk McClain stated that she had contacted at least five recommended web                                                         
designers, all of whom were unavailable to accept new projects at this time. David 
Hutchinson has prior experience designing the Clare County Historical Society 
website. 
 

b. Clerk McClain reported that at least five recommended web designers contacted 
were not available for additional work. 

 
c. A motion was made by Farrell and supported by Guiette to appoint David 

Hutchinson as the new web designer. Roll call vote: Hileman - Yes, Guiette - Yes, 
Farrell - Yes, Humphrey - Yes, McClain - Yes. The motion carried. Hutchinson is 
scheduled to receive the initial $500 payment at the October meeting. 

 
 

• The 5-year rubbish contract with GFL ends in November 2025. Clerk McClain will request quotes 
from Waste Management and GFL, with results to be discussed and voted on at the October 
board meeting. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS: 

• Eric Wittig is determining whether he can obtain a permit for his one-acre property in the 
subdivision, which would allow his daughter to keep lambs and possibly a pig for four months 
annually over the next four years as part of raising 4-H animals.  

 Board has decided to table for further discussion and possible decision at the October 
21 meeting. 

 
• Petitioner stated that Clerk McClain posted MCL 168.744 on the Hatton Township 

Facebook page, which they believed was intended to discourage them from collecting 
signatures at the September 16 Board Meeting. Clerk McClain responded that she did 
not mention Petitioner or anyone by name and that was not her intention when she 
posted the MCL on Facebook.   McClain explained that, prior to the September 16 
meeting, she posted information provided by the township attorney regarding signature 
collection (with relevant details located toward the bottom of this posting, (See wording 
below that was posted on the door). 

“Per MTA, on any day EXCEPT election day: private individuals may circulate petitions freely in public parks 
or on public sidewalks, as these are traditional public forums protected by the First Amendment. Private 
individuals may also circulate petitions inside of municipal buildings (like the township hall), but only if 
the township permits such conduct by policy or practice. A township that has a policy permitting 
circulation indoors must allow any and all members of the public to do so, regardless of the subject matter 
of the petition. If a township has not adopted a policy permitting petition circulation OR has adopted a 
policy or ordinance expressly banning petition circulation within municipal buildings, then such conduct 
is generally prohibited, and private individuals can be asked to cease petition circulation or take their 
petition outdoors.  Hatton Township has never adopted a policy permitting petition circulation within 
the township hall.” 

Petitioner obtained 2 signatures inside the township hall before the meeting and was then asked by 
Supervisor Hileman to leave the building if they wanted to collect more on the grounds.   

 
ADJOURNMENT:  
• Motion by Guiette supported by Farrell to adjourn meeting at 9:06 pm; motion carried. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS: 
• October 6, 2025, at 3:15 pm Public Ballot Testing for November 4 Election 
• October 21, 2025, at 7:30 pm Regular Township Board Meeting 
• November 1 and November 2 Clerk required 8 weekend hours prior to the November 4 election 
• November 4, Harrison Community Schools Bond Election-Hatton Township Hall 7 am to 8 pm 

  
Prepared: 9/16/25 -Not Approved, prepared by Linda McClain, Clerk 
Approved: Unanimous vote by Hatton Township Board on 10/21/25 


